Project - Review of the NCOP (Version 2)

Summary of Major Changes to NCOP
You are invited to comment on Version 2 of the National Code of Practice for Light Vehicle Construction and Modification (NCOP) which was published as VSB14.  The original version of VSB14 is currently available on the Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development and Local Government website.  < www.infrastructure.gov.au >

Comments on Version 2 must be received on or before Thursday, 9 April 2009.

The scope of this project was essentially to tidy up the current version by updating references, improving the language and correcting issues of an editorial nature.  However a number of major changes were undertaken as part of the project and these are summarised below under the appropriate NCOP Section headings.
To facilitate future revisions it was decided to introduce a new section to the NCOP titled Section LZ Appendices.  This totally new section comprises a number of separate appendices dealing with issues that have universal significance to the NCOP.  Items such as welding, fasteners and electroplating are now located in this new Section under their own separate appendices.  As a result of the inclusion of Section LZ all other Sections of the NCOP have had references to welding, fasteners and electroplating either removed or significantly modified.

Summary of major changes

Preface
Two new items have been added titled, Vehicle Safety and National Recognition.
Introduction
The following three items have been added to the introduction:-

· Issues that are not the Sole Responsibility of Registration Authorities
· Products Offered for Sale Must be Fit For Purpose and of Merchantable Quality

· Section LZ Appendices  (Refer to Section LZ below for further information).
· Clause 2.3 amended to now draw attention to the fact that only one ICV may be manufactured per year by any one individual person.
Section LA
· Table LA1 has now been relocated to clause 2.13 of General Requirements and the table has now been reduced to two vehicle mass categories, 1100kg or less and over 1100kg tare mass.

· Table LA1 now applies to all categories that require certification under this Section of the NCOP.

· Mandatory upgrades for pre ADR vehicles that require certification under this Section of the NCOP now include split or dual braking systems and collapsible steering columns.

· Engine stops for vehicles operating on diesel has been added.

Section LB Transmission
Clause 2.5 Engine Control Unit has been added to ensure transmissions equipped with sensors are installed with all sensors operating correctly and as intended.
Section LG Brakes
Table LG2 amended to include a fade test.
Section LH
· Clause 1.2 amended to now draw attention to the fact that only one ICV may be manufactured per year by any one individual person.
· Padding in mandatory locations now must comply with the padding specifications detailed in Section LZ Appendices. 
· A new Code titled Code LH11 Campervan, Motorhome Conversion has now been added.
Section LK Seating and Occupant Protection

· Code LK8 Roll Bar and Roll Cage Installation has been totally revised.
· Single hoops are not to be used in internal installations.
· All mandatory padding must meet the padding specifications detailed in Appendix B Foam Padding for Occupant Protection in Section LZ Appendices.
Section  LL Motorcycles & Three Wheeled Vehicles

Codes for converting seat from two to single seater and vice versa have now been relegated to modifications that do not require certification.
Section LM Fuel Systems
· Reference to CNG has now been replaced with the more generic NG except where reference to CNG is specifically required.  
· Checklist LM2 has been completely replaced with a new version to better reflect the contents of AS/NZS 1425.  It now also references the clauses in the standard that apply to each checklist question.
· The following note has been added to Codes LM2 and LM3 to clarify the situation in Queensland:- 

Note:  
Codes LM2 and LM3 are not utilised in Queensland.

Section  LO Vehicle  Standards  Compliance

Checklist LO1-2 has been removed and has now been published a separate checklist.

NCOP10A  

Currently in the process of being updated.

NCOP10B

Currently in the process of being updated.

NCOP10C ICV Motorcycle checklist
Minor Editorial Changes Only.
NCOP 10D LO1-2 Checklist for ADR Second Edition Vehicles.
This checklist was removed from Section LO because of its large size and is now a stand-alone document.
Section LS

· Clause 2.6 added advising that modifications to vehicles equipped with ESC not permitted under Section LS modification codes.

· Reference to commercial vehicles replaced with goods vehicle.

· The allowable wheel track increase of all off-road four wheel drive vehicles and goods vehicles (MC, NA, NB ADR category) has now been increased to no more than 50mm beyond the maximum specified by the vehicle manufacturer for the particular model.  
· Codes LS7 and LS8 have been updated with more information added to content and checklists – amount of vehicle lift permitted has not been changed from the original version of the NCOP.
· The following note has been added to codes LS7 and LS8.  

Designers and modifiers in NSW need to check with their Registration Authority as to the provisions which exist in NSW for Code LS7 and LS8 as they may be different to those expressed in this code of practice.

Section LT

· Diagrams for the lane change test circuit have been added to Code LT2.

· Reference to the updated version of the National Stationary Exhaust Noise Test Procedure for In-Service Motor Vehicles which now includes tests for both pre and post ADR 83/00 vehicles has been incorporated in Code LT4.

Section  LV Alternative Power Units

Additional information included in Item 3.4 Laden Mass Limits.
National Guidelines for Individually Constructed LE1 Motor Tricycles (Other Than Goods Vehicles) in Australia

· The Third Edition ADR applicability list now highlights the ADRs that have been repealed and/or superseded.

· Appendix on welding has been removed and reference made to Section LZ Appendices.
Code LO4  LEM1 Category Tricycle Checklist

Has been upgraded to include references to the most recent ADRs.
Code LO5 - LEP1 Category Tricycle Checklist

Has been upgraded to include references to the most recent ADRs.
Section LZ Appendices
This is a totally new section comprising a number of separate appendices dealing with issues that have universal significance to the NCOP.  Items such as welding, fasteners and electroplating are now located in this new Section under their own separate appendices. 
Section LZ also has appendices dealing with the following issues::

· Proof of compliance utilising RAWS guidelines and procedures
· Summary of emission requirements for new light vehicles in Australia
· Abbreviations and definitions.

Note:  As a result of the inclusion of Section LZ all other Sections of the NCOP have had references to welding, fasteners and electroplating either removed or significantly modified.

Guidelines for Electric Drives
Currently in the process of being updated.

